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Marine doing 'something great' with her life 
And the life Pacheco has lived in Afghanistan as a member of the U.S. Marine Corps' first official Female 
Engagement Team is very far from the life she lived in the rural bedroom community of Pipersville. She 
would then spend the day patrolling the dusty roads of the Helmand province in southern Afghanistan - a 
region where both the U.S. military and the Taliban have a strong presence and relations with the 
populace are tense. She would pat down the women who approached the Marine Corps' base to make 
sure they were not carrying bombs or other weapons. Or she would go with several other female Marines 
to the homes of local widows and other women to help give them medical treatment or teach them ways 
to become financially independent.  
 
Chinese exchange widening horizons 
Chris Cordner moved from California to Maine and gave up a scholarship to another school because the 
University of Maine at Farmington has a long-established Chinese exchange program with the Beijing 
University of Technology.  This year, Cordner, an international studies major at UMF, is racing to learn 
Chinese in classes taught by a visiting professor from BJUT.  By next fall, Cordner plans to be studying in 
Beijing, China's burgeoning capital city of 22 million people, and attending classes with 23,000 other 
students at BJUT.  
 
Bilingual Mandate Challenges Chicago's Public Preschools 
Administrators in the Chicago public schools are seeking to strike the right balance between providing 
guidance and permitting flexibility as they put in place the nation’s first state mandate for providing 

bilingual education to preschoolers. New rules  approved by the Illinois state board of education in June 
flesh out a January 2009 change that essentially extends the same requirements for educating English-
language learners in K-12 public schools to 3- and 4-year-olds in public preschool centers. ("Illinois May 
Mandate ELL Rules for Preschool," April 28, 2010.) 
 
Mango Languages Launches Mango Passport® 
Mango Languages today unveiled Mango Passport®, its latest language learning product designed 
specifically for people who enjoy international travel and want to be able to effectively communicate in the 
country's native language. Beverly Cornell, director of marketing for Mango, made the announcement.  
Created to provide the conversation skills that a traveler needs to successfully communicate and engage 
with the local population, Mango Passport® also assists the user in gaining an understanding of the new 
language and culture.  
 
Downturn Down Under 
Central Queensland University’s main campus is located in prime territory for mining -- of coal, natural 
gas, nickel and precious stones (emeralds, rubies and sapphires). Australia’s is largely an extractive 
economy -- its two largest export industries are the mining of coal and iron ore -- but vying with gold 
mining for third is international education, which depends not on the removal of nonrenewable resources 
but on the importation of a renewable resource: students.  In general Australia’s universities derive 
between 15 and 20 percent of their revenue from international student fees, but for Central Queensland -- 
which runs campuses solely for international students in Brisbane, the Gold Coast, Melbourne and 
Sydney -- the figure is 44 percent. In the third term of this year, the institution saw declines in new 
international enrollments of about 20 percent. 
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PREVIOUS NEWS 

United States Air Force to Provide Negotiation Skills Training Using Video Games 
Adayana Government Group (www.adayana.com/government) announced today that it received a 
contract from the U.S. Air Force Negotiation Center of Excellence (NCE) to develop an experiential 
learning environment designed to train negotiation skills in cross-cultural environments. The training 
objective is to prepare junior Air Force and Department of Defense (DoD) personnel (median age 30) on 
the application of basic negotiation principles in a culturally specific context. Interactive, 3-D game-like 
training scenarios will be scripted to allow students to practice foreign language skills, and to learn the 
cultural principles that form the basis of the societies where they operate. The solution will also support 
the use of interpreters to provide airmen exposure to this additional skill set. Critical to winning the hearts 
and minds of the populations where conflicts exist, this type of soft skills training is essential for mission 
success in today’s operational environments. 

Brain Imaging Studies Show Different Cultures Have Different Brains 
Did you know that our brain function is entirely different when we think about our own honesty versus 
when we think about another’s honesty? That’s if the “we” is American. For Chinese people their brains 
look identical when considering either.  These sorts of studies fall into so-called cultural neuroscience: the 
study of how our environment shapes our brain function.  Following up on the cultural differences 
between Asians and Americans, one study published in Neuroimage found that when faced with the 
same image, people’s neural responses are totally different. Scientists found that when American 
subjects viewed a silhouette in a dominant posture (standing up, arms crossed) their brain’s reward 
circuitry sparked. Not so for Japanese subjects.  For the Japanese, their reward circuitry fired when they 
saw a submissive silhouette (head down, arms at sides). This physiological response matches a well-
known behavioral difference: Americans favor and encourage dominant behavior. Japanese culture 
reinforces submissive culture. 
 
European Parliament faults Chinese language policy in Tibet 
The European Parliament has, on Nov 25, condemned the imposition of Chinese as the main language of 
teaching in schools in Tibet and called for the policy to be reversed. It has adopted a resolution to support 
an inclusive language policy education for Tibetans.  The resolution was passed during a plenary session 
in Strasbourg under an agenda on Tibet titled "plans to make Chinese the main language of instruction.” It 
called for a genuine bilingual language policy in which all subjects can be taught in the Tibetan language. 
 
Moscow Enters Armenian Language Controversy 
Moscow has expressed its disapproval of a public uproar in Armenia against a government bill allowing 
the existence of private schools where the main language of instruction is not Armenian.  Visiting Yerevan 
in mid-November, a senior Russian parliamentarian warned there is a sense in Moscow that vocal 
opposition to the measure voiced by local public figures and opposition politicians is primarily directed 
against greater use of the Russian language in the ethnically homogenous former Soviet state 
(Zhamanak, November 12). 
 
Transcending Language Barriers in Business 
It is widely accepted that English is the international language of business, which gives many companies 
who operate in English a sense of great complacency when dealing with foreign customers or partners. 
However, taking the time to understand whether these audiences would be better served in their own 
native language is a crucial way of winning respect, raising reputations and closing large deals. 
 
10% of world will speak Spanish by 2050—expert 
By 2050, 10 percent of the world population will be speaking Spanish, spurred mostly by its growth in the 
United States, Cuban linguist Humberto Lopez Morales said Monday at a book fair here.  Lopez, a 
member of Puerto Rico's language academy, said that thanks to the growing Spanish-speaking 
population in the United States, which he said currently stands at 13 million, the language of Don Quixote 
will also increase proportionally worldwide.  He said the Spanish language will go from 450 million 
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speakers at present—or 6.5 percent of the world's 6.9 billion population—to 10 percent of a UN-estimated 
global population of nine billion by mid-century. 
 
Native American Indian Language Policy 
In the article American Indian Language Policy and School Success by John Rehyer, the Native 
American Language act is discussed. This act was passed on October 30 of 1990 and signed by 
President Bush. The act says, “The status of the cultures and languages of Native Americans is unique 
and the United States has the responsibility to act together with Native Americans to ensure the survival 
of these unique cultures and languages.” The acts purpose is to, “preserve, protect, and promote the 
rights and freedom of Native Americans to use, practice, and develop Native American languages.”  
Organizations such as, U.S. English and English First lobby are fighting for the constitutional amendment 
to make English the official language of the United States and of the educational system. There are 
sixteen states that have made English their official language. 
 
Teach small children basic foreign language words with iKidz Pro 
Every time I've been to Holland, I've been amazed at the number of languages that many people could 
speak fluently. Perhaps one of the reasons is that the Dutch start teaching their children other languages 
at a very early age. I came across a very simple and well-designed app that might prove that's true. iKidz 
Pro (US$2.99) is an educational universal iOS app that teaches very small children basic words in nine 
languages: US English, UK English, Spanish, Dutch, French, Italian, Russian, Polish and Turkish, with 
more on the way. For fun, a baby language was put in that doesn't teach anything but is fun to play with. 

Saving Iraq's Historic Treasures 
Straka is now a lieutenant colonel attached to the Army's 352d Civil Affairs Command, which is headed to 
Iraq next month to support local reconstruction efforts in 14 provinces.  He and 60 other soldiers heard 
presentations about how to respect the nation's vast cultural heritage, whether that means thwarting 
looters of ancient sites or helping to preserve museums and mosques. The message was reinforced with 
a tour of the archaeology museum in West Philadelphia, where the troops got to see artifacts of the kind 
they might encounter overseas.  Showing appreciation for local culture - past and present - helps troops 
to win the "hearts and minds" of the nation where they are deployed, whether it is Iraq, Afghanistan, or 
elsewhere, Rose told his audience. 

‘Female Engagement Team’ Training 
The Iowa National Guard undergoes 'Female Engagement Team' training prior to deployment to 
Afghanistan. Soldiers prepare themselves for cultural encounters with Afghan men and women played by 
actors in this video.  

Seven questions for K. David Harrison 
BY SOME estimates, half of the world's 7,000 languages will disappear in the next century. K. David 
Harrison, a linguist at Swarthmore College, has made a career documenting some of them—and 
advocating for keeping them alive. A film about his exploits (with a fellow linguist, Greg Anderson), "The 
Linguists", was nominated for an Emmy award, surely a first for that academic discipline. Most recently, 
Mr Harrison has written a book with National Geographic: "The Last Speakers". We asked him about what 
is lost when a language dies.  
 
Language study can be passport to the world 
The world language program offered by Washington County Public Schools is designed to break down 
language and cultural barriers through traditional or immersion language programs or the ELL — English 
Language Learners — program. In this package of stories, students, teachers and administrators weigh in 
on how the program works and how it is working. 

New language policy for FNU 
The Fiji National University has taken onboard a few challenges for next year and one such challenge 
would be to see that all teacher trainees be fluent in both the Hindi and Fijian languages.  FNU's Vice 
Chancellor Doctor Ganesh Chand said from next year, the trainee teachers will not be able to get their 
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graduation certificate unless they are fluent in both languages.  While speaking at the first National 
Conference on Education held in Lautoka, Dr Chand hopes that the step would be a strong motivation for 
other sectors of the society to play their part in ensuring a diverse society that also encourages unity. 
 
LSC promotes Chinese program 
Lafayette School Corporation (LSC) gets an international partner in learning: A school in China.  Students 
showed off their Mandarin language skills to the school board. The district recently formalized a 
relationship with a Chinese high school in Shanghai to open up more opportunities for students to learn 
the language and culture.  "When we let students realize the language is not really that difficult they have 
confidence in learning it, said LSC Mandarin teacher Sun Ye.  The partnership will allow for students to 
study aboard and for teachers to exchange education tips. The program also includes a new Confucius 
classroom that allows students from any district to experience China for 90 minutes. It's one of about 100 
in the US that exposes students to Chinese culture. 

English is a foreign language for 80pct of Brit school kids 
A survey has found that nearly 80 percent of primary pupils in schools across Britain have a different 
mother tongue, with English being a foreign language.  The survey also revealed that children who speak 
English as their first language are in a minority in inner-city London schools.  In Birmingham, Bradford 
and Leicester more than 40 percent of pupils across all primary schools do not count English as their first 
language, and nationally, it is a foreign tongue to nearly one in six youngsters in primary schools.  The 
figures have almost doubled during the past decade and are projected to increase to 23 percent - 
830,000 out of 3.5million - by 2018. 
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